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The Mufassir, al-Qurtubit, on
Revolting against Oppressive Rulers

Bisimillah wal-Hamdulillah. There are to be found on the plain,
misguided deceptive inviduals who are trying to claim that the
erroneous actions of some of the Salaf constitutes legislative
(shariyy) proof for the permissibility of revolt against the sinful,
oppressive ruler. Here is another statement on this matter, this time
from the mufassir, al-Qurtubt (d. 671H) (al-dJami’, 2/370):
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The twenty-first: A group of the scholars used this verse [( J& 9
uullaJ' csgfsi-) “‘My covenant does not include the wrongdoers”

(2:164) as evidence that the rulers must be from the people of
justice, benevolence and excellence, alongside his ability to maintain
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and uphold that. And that it is this one that the Prophet (o)
ordered that he should not be contended with (for power), upon what
has preceded of speech regarding it. [And that] as for the people of
sin, tyranny and oppression, then they are not worthy, due to His
saying: “My covenant does not include the wrongdoers” (2:164),
and for this reason Ibn al-Zubayr, and al-Husayn bin ‘Al (zgi)
came out, and the best of the people of Iraq and their scholars
revolted against al-Hajjaj, and the people of Madinah expelled the
Bani Umayyah and stood against them, and there was the event of
al-Harrah, which Muslim bin ‘Ugbah brought upon them.

But that which the majority of the scholars are upon is that
patience upon obedience to the tyrant ruler is more befitting than
rebelling against him. Because in contending with himm and
rebelling against him is replacement of safety (security) with fear,
and shedding of blood, letting loose the hands of the foolish people
(to wreak havoc), enabling Muslims to be attacked and corruption
upon the earth. The first view (where rebellion is justified on grounds
of oppression and the use of the verse in al-Bagarah) is the view of
the Mu‘tazilah, and it is the doctrine of the Kharijites, so know it well.”

Comments:

Pictured is a misguided individual who
uses the erroneous actions of those from
mentioned from Salaf to find an excuse for
revolting against the oppressive ruler as an
acceptable “viewpoint”. He deceptively

pulls out books and bring citations in order
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to impress his audience, “Look at all these people who revolted, they
were scholars, they were Companions, they were Tabi‘in” and so on.
And what this miskin does not say at the same time is whether these
actions of those from the Salaf that are mentioned: a) are legislatively
acceptable in light of the Prophetic traditions and b) actually brought
about any good, or whether there was greater evil.

And Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah clarified the truth in this
regard, that all of those people were erroneous in what they did and
opposed the better guidance in the Prophetic traditions, and
opposed the most senior of the Companions and the people of
knowledge in their respective time periods.

Thus to try and fool the audience by just listing all these revolts
and rebellions and then forgetting to point out that these actions were
erroneous, opposed the Sunnah and were declared erroneous by the
Companions and those after them, and by the Imams of the Sunnah
and leaving the impression that somehow, there is a difference of
opinion, athen this is the action of a deceiver. Likewise, to use these
erroneous actions to say, “Look, how can there be ijma when we
have these from the Salaf who revolted”, and this is the saying of an
idiot who does not understand what actually constitutes legal proof in
the Shari'ah. The actions of these from the Salaf is discounted
because it oppposes explicit texts in the authentic Sunnah, and they
are excused through reasons mentioned by Ibn Taymiyyah in Minh3j
all-Sunnah (4/537), such as the texts not reaching them, or they did
consider them authentic, or they wrongly thought these texts did not
apply to the situation at hand.
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Ibon Taymiyyah also explained in al-Minhaj (4/536) that the
Kharijites weree misled from this very angle, the angle of rebelling in
order to remove injustice and oppression.! Hence, al-Qurtubi
described this view as the doctrine of the Kharijites.
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